Malaria P.f. RDT Quiz

Interpretation

1. P. falciparum.  2. Negative.  3. P. falciparum.  4. P. falciparum. 5. P. falciparum.  6. P. falciparum.  7. P. falciparum.  8. Invalid (no control line).  9. P. falciparum.  10. P. falciparum.  

Suggested Answers (should be adjusted according to local treatment regimen)

	DIAGNOSIS

(TYPE OF MALARIA)
	IMMEDIATE nEXT STEP/ACTION
	CONTINUED MANAGEMENT OF CASE

	Negative
	Manage for other cause of fever (e.g. IMCI protocol).

Treat for malaria and refer if signs of severe malaria, while excluding other illness.
	Review if not improved, repeat RDT once after 1-2 days if no other cause identified and symptoms of malaria continue.a


	P. falciparum
	Treat for falciparum malaria.
	Manage for falciparum malaria, refer if signs of severe malaria or if not improved.

	Invalid (no control line)


	Repeat test.
	If further invalid result on repeat test:

· Manage for malaria based on symptoms, or refer for microscopy-based diagnosis.

· Replace RDT box and have RDT accuracy checked.


a
Management of a negative test assumes that a quality assurance process is in place to ensure that RDTs are performing well. Well-functioning RDTs may still occasionally produce a false-negative if parasite density is low, or if variation in structure or production of parasite antigen reduces the ability of the RDT to detect the parasite. In P. falciparum-endemic areas, it is therefore recommended that health workers be allowed to treat for P. falciparum infection if symptoms of severe malaria are present, while investigating for other causes of illness and referring urgently for further management.
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